
48 Professional Builder   September 2016

SILVER
GREEN HOME

EMERALD STAR
Seattle
ENTRANT/BUILDER/DEVELOPER/
INTERIOR DESIGNER/LAND PLANNER: 
Dwell Development
ARCHITECT: Caron Architecture 
PHOTOGRAPHER: Tucker English Photography
SIZE: 2,218 sf
SALES PRICE: $850,000 
COMPLETION: August 2015

The weathered exterior is on trend and at 
home with the neighbors, a mix of con-
temporary and 1940s dwellings in Seattle’s 
Ballard district. But this house is more than 
a pretty face. Hewing to Built Green’s high-
est rating, it’s Emerald Star-certifi ed and so 
named. A 6.6kw solar array satisfi es Built 
Green’s requirement of achieving net-zero 
energy using renewable resources. The 
framing package is FSC-certifi ed wood; 
exterior siding consists of reclaimed Doug-
las Fir and steel roofi ng panels from a can-
nery (the panels also serve as a rainscreen). 
Floors, stairs, and treads were built from 
100-year-old hardwoods. Countertops, 
cabinets, and tile are made nearby from 
high-recycled content. High-performance 
wood-framed windows and doors, a Heat 
Recovery Ventilation (HRV) system, and a 
450% effi cient hot water heat pump that 
provides hot water and in-fl oor radiant 
heat all help this home be an energy miser. 
“The project proves that this level of green 
building is attainable and cost effective for 
builders,” says Anthony Maschmedt, prin-
cipal of Dwell Development. “We hope 
others follow our lead.”


