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Beacon Park at Great Park Neighbor-
hoods is the second new neighborhood
being developed on a decommissioned
naval air base in Irvine, Calif., and the first
to be directly linked with a neighboring
1,347-acre park, the largest municipal
park in Orange County.

Residents of the development will find
themselves living in close proximity to a
new K-8 school campus, as well as a new
high school, work centers, shopping and

dining centers, and public transportation
that will all be linked to the neighbor-
hood via a pedestrian/bike crossing that
extends over a major thoroughfare.

The development’s 1,029 total units
will be situated in 15 groupings of de-
tached homes peppered with condos,
townhomes, and flats.

The neighborhood is designed to be
walkable and pedestrian-friendly, as dem-
onstrated by its tree-lined parkways and
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numerous cul-de-sacs, roundabouts, and
short interior streets. The development
will also take full advantage of an expan-
sive community park, which will act as a
central green and will include a multifunc-
tional community center, tree house, and
children’s adventure area.

Beacon Park is home to multigenera-
tional families, in addition to well-educat-
ed singles, couples, and families of varied
incomes and professions.
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Located east of downtown Los Ange-
les, Hollenbeck Terrace was formerly a
prominent Spanish Mission-style hospi-
tal campus, built during the 1920s and
1930s to serve employees of the Santa
Fe Railroad. It subsequently became a
community hospital. After sitting vacant
for more than 20 years, the two buildings
have been redeveloped into 120 modern
studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom

Professional Builder September 2016

apartments for low-income seniors.

The design intent was to preserve the
character of the buildings while reintro-
ducing them in a new, efficient package.
The redevelopment required the removal
of all hospital systems and unneeded in-
frastructure. The renovation meshes with
the original elements of the historical
hospital campus such as the landscaped
setting, exterior details, and massing. His-

torical lobbies and common areas were
retained, while patient rooms, the nurses’
dormitory, offices, and laboratory areas
were converted into living units.

Amenities include a community room
and library in the former dining room; com-
puter rooms and a gallery in the former
doctors' areas; performance space in the
steam plant; gardens and barbecue areas
on the grounds; and a rooftop lounge.



